PREFACE

THIS BOOK is a companion volume to my Modern Europe, 1871-
I939> published in 1940. There is a considerable overlap in the
subject-matter of the two books, because British foreign policy
and military action in Europe are part both of British and of
European history. The overlap is very slight in the nineteenth
century and very considerable in the twentieth, for obvious
reasons. When in this second book I have had to deal with
subjects already dealt with in the first book I have, where suitable,
dealt with them in the same words; for when one has described
a particular course of events as well as one can, there is no point
in setting out to describe diem differently when one is writing
for exactly the same type of reader.

But of course the main drift and purpose of the two books
is entirely different. The other book was an attempt to give a
simple account of the tragedy of Europe since the day when
Germany became the leading European power. The present
book is an attempt to tell the much more cheerful and creditable
story of the development of modem Britain since the middle
years of Victoria's reign, a development in which the European
tragedy has been a very unwelcome intrusion.

In the narrative chapters I have based my account on the
routine of parliamentary party politics. Party politics is rightly
in abeyance during war, and it is conceivable that it will not
reappear in its old form; but it is not on that account to be
despised as something trivial and bad. Anyhow, it not only has
been the life-blood of our democratic system but it also provides
the best continuous thread on which most of the 'beads of
incident' can be strung. In particular I have made a brief study
of each general election, trying to estimate in simple terms1 why
the voting went as it did; for an understanding of this is necessary
to a comprehension of the strong and weak points of our
democracy.

In three widely spaced chapters I have attempted simple
panoramas of English life in general at the beginning, the middle,